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Introduct ion

Graffikon lets you create your own custom pdf files containing text and 
graphics objects.

The difference between Graffikon and the typical graphics program is that 
Graffikon lets you precisely specify where put position each object using 
numbers for the locations, rather than draging objects around until they 
look right. 

The objects that can be drawn include lines, rectangles, circles, and text. 
You can also create repeating lines, where you specifiy the number of lines 
you’d like, and the spacing between them, which can be easier if you have 
a large number of lines to draw in a fixed pattern.  The color and thickness 
of the objects can also be controlled. 

How to use Graffikon

First, select the paper size you wish to use. Most users will want to use the 
default setting letter size. If you select custom, then you can enter in the 
dimensions for the resulting pdf file. Likewise, select the orientation for the 
paper, either portrait or landscape.  

The X and Y scaling values are used to adjust the horizontal and vertical 
scaling, if needed, otherwise they can be left at the default 100 percent 
values.

To add an object to the drawing, click on one of the object buttons on the 
right side of the window. A window will pop up, allowing you to specify the 
parameters for that object. All positions are referenced from the upper left 
corner of the drawing, in the units you have selected.  To change a color, 
click on the color rectangle, and a new window will appear, with a color wheel, 
allowing the color to be changed.



Line:

Specify the starting and ending locations of the line, as well as the weight 
(thickness) of the line and the color. 

C i rc le :

Specify the center location of the circle, as well as the weight (thickness), 
radius, and the color. 

Rectangle:

Specify the center location of the rectangle, as well as the width, height,  
weight (thickness) of the line and the color. 

Tex t :

Specify the text to draw, the starting location of the text, as well as the 
size, font, and color. The font is chosen from the popup menu, and includes 
all of the standard fonts than can be displayed in a pdf file without the need 
to embed fonts.

Repeating Line:

This is useful if you need to display a large number of lines, that have a fixed 
relationship between them, such as grid lines or lines in a table.

First, you specify the starting and ending locations of the first line, as well 
as the weight (thickness) of the line and the color.  

Then, you need to specify the spacing between each line. That is, for each 
subsequent line drawn, how much the starting and ending locations should 
change. This allows you to not just draw parallel lines, but you can also 
change the angle of subsequent lines, allowing for some very interesting 
effects. You may need to play around with this feature, to see how it works.



Finally specify the number of repeated lines you wish to draw. 

Now that you have set up your drawing, click the Generate button, and a pdf 
file will be produced. If you have the Auto View Graph option checked, it will 
also be opened in your pdf viewer.  Make sure that you don’t already have the 
same pdf file already opened in a pdf viewer, or Graffikon won’t be able to 
generate a new one.

Since Graffikon produces pdf files, you can easily print them whenever you 
wish. You can also save and load your Graffikon configuration files, as well.



Obtaining Graffikon

You can download the latest copy of Graffikon from this URL: 
http://www.blackcatsystems.com/software/graffikon.html

Please feel free to write to us with any questions or comments you may 
have: info@blackcatsystems.com

Buying Graffikon

Until you buy (register) your copy of Graffikon, it will print a watermark on 
the pdf files.  You can visit the Graffikon website to buy your copy, the URL 
is http://www.blackcatsystems.com/software/graffikon.html

 



Graffikon Version History

0.7.0 January 25, 2007
First public beta release



Software License Agreement
This is a legal agreement between you and Black Cat Systems. covering your use of Graffikon  (the 
"Software"). Be sure to read the following agreement before using the Software. BY USING THE 
SOFTWARE (REGARDLESS IF YOU HAVE REGISTERED THE SOFTWARE OR NOT), 
YOU ARE AGREEING TO BE BOUND BY THE TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT. IF YOU 
DO NOT AGREE TO THE TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT, DO NOT USE THE 
SOFTWARE AND DESTROY ALL COPIES IN YOUR POSSESSION.

The Software is owned by Black Cat Systems and is protected by United States copyright laws and 
international treaty provisions. Therefore, you must treat the Software like any other copyrighted 
material (e.g., a book or musical recording). Paying the license fee allows you the right to use one 
copy of the Software on a single computer. You may not network the Software or otherwise use it 
or make it available for use on more than one computer at the same time. You may not rent or lease 
the Software, nor may you modify, adapt, translate, reverse engineer, decompile, or disassemble the 
Software. If you violate any part of this agreement, your right to use this Software terminates 
automatically and you must then destroy all copies of the Software in your possession.

The Software and its related documentation are provided "AS IS" and without warranty of any kind 
and Black Cat Systems expressly disclaims all other warranties, expressed or implied, including, but 
not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. Under 
no circumstances shall Black Cat Systems be liable for any incidental, special, or consequential 
damages that result from the use or inablility to use the Software or related documentation, even if 
Black Cat Systems has been advised of the possibility of such damages. In no event shall Black Cat 
Systems's liability exceed the license fee paid, if any.

This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Maryland. If for any reason a court of 
competent jurisdiction finds any provision of the Agreement, or portion thereof, to be 
unenforceable, that provision of the Agreement shall be enforced to the maximum extent 
permissible so as to effect the intent of the parties, and the remainder of this Agreement shall 
continue in full force and effect.

The Software and documentation is provided with RESTRICTED RIGHTS. Use, duplication, or 
disclosure by the Government is subject to restrictions as set forth in subdivision (b)(3)(ii) of the 
Rights in Technical Data and Computer Software clause as 252.227-7013.  Manufacturer is Black 
Cat Systems., 4708 Trail Court, Westminster, MD 21158, United States of America. 

The names "Black Cat Systems" and“Graffikon” are trademarks of Black Cat Systems.

Graffikon is ©2006-2007 by Black Cat Systems. All rights reserved worldwide.


